
Honors/Pre-APE 9 Summer Reading Assignment:
The Hobbit By J. R. Tolkien

Directions: Read and Annotate The Hobbit by J. R. Tolkien. As you read the novel,  annotate. You will be
handing in your annotated copy of the novel the first week of school  for a grade. I have provided some
notes about properly annotating your novel in case you need a refresher.

1. Supplies: You will need a copy of the novel, pen (various colors are fine), highlighters,  and post-its
(optional).

2. Annotating: You must have 3-5 annotations per page. Simply highlighting or underlining is not
enough. You must also write a note as to WHY you
highlighted or  underlined that particular selection.

● If you are borrowing a school copy, your
annotations will be done in a Reading Journal. A
simple spiral notebook will be fine. You will
organize your notebook by chapter and include
quotes along with your analysis.

3. Things to consider annotating:
● Character names & characteristics
● Settings & their importance
● Conflicts - External and Internal
● Important plot points/events
● Important numbers (dates, times, et cetera)
● Literary devices (Examples: Imagery, Point of

View, Tone, Mood, Figurative  Language, et cetera)
● Symbols
● Questions you may have
● Words you may not know
● Perhaps at the beginning or end of each chapter, you could write a couple of  sentences that

summarizes the chapter.
As you read the text, be sure to mark:

● 1) The use of various forms of the word and concept of Luck;
● 2) The use of terms meaning Fate or Fortune; and
● 3) Places where you see Bilbo making choices (Free Will).
● 4) Evidence of Themes

○ How does Bilbo change over the course of this adventure?
○ Bilbo's hobbit-hole is only one of many important refuges. What does home mean to Bilbo

and how does it affect his perspective while on his adventure?
○ In what ways is the dwarves' quest for treasure also a quest for home?
○ Which key episodes in the novel give us insight into Bilbo's particular definition of right and

wrong?

4. Inside the Front Cover: Make a small list of characters and important plot points.

5. On the Back Cover: Make a list of major themes and symbols

Annotating is a visible representation of your thinking while reading the novel. It is a way to  actively read
and engage with the text. Since you will be annotating texts all year, I  encourage you to find a way of
annotating that works best for you. While I do have certain requirements, each person will annotate
differently.  If you have any questions, please feel free to email me: toni.hummel@tumwater.k12.wa.us


